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Long history of covert ties
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Pakistan and Israel: Long history of covert ties

® By Rah-e-Madanyat Daily Research Team

A few days ago, the Middle East Monitor, quoting
an Israeli media, published a report on secret talks
between Israel and Pakistan to normalize diplomatic
relations between the two countries.

On November 20, Sayed Bukhari, a senior adviser to
Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan, left London
for Ben-Gurion Airport in Israel on a British Airways
plane, Israel News reported. According to the report,
Bukhari immediately went to the Israeli Ministry of
Foreign Affairs for talks with Israeli officials. During
the meeting, Mossad Chief Yossi Cohen - Israels
Foreign Intelligence Service - was present and Bukhari
handed over the letter sent to him by Pakistani officials.
Although, after the news was revealed to the media,
Pakistanbs Ministry of Foreign Affairs expressed
ignorance about a Khan advisens visit to Israel, and
Imran Khan rejected behind-the-scenes meetings
to establish diplomatic relations with Israel, adding
that no action would be taken until the territorial
crisis between Israel and Palestine was resolved, but a
detailed report by the Israeli newspaper Jerusalem Post,
proves opposite of the claims by the Pakistani Foreign
Ministry and the Prime Minister.

The Jerusalem Post, by quoting from a series of tweets
by Noor Dahri, founder of the British think tank Islamic
Theology of Counter Terrorism, that he was informed
by sources from within the Israeli government: “It was
a morning of the last week of Nov... at around 8 a.m.,
a British Airways flight BA0165 flew from London
Heathrow airport to Tel Aviv. The person, who booked
business class, travelled from Pakistan, was an adviser
to Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan’, quoting Mr.
Darbs interview with i24News English TV, on why
the Prime Ministers advisor met with Israeli officials,
the decision was made because of pressure from Arab
countries, particularly Saudi Arabia and the United
Arab Emirates on Pakistan, who want to minimize
Pakistan>s relations with Turkey and Iran.

In the interview, Mr. Dahri said that former Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif had previously sent two
representatives to Israel during his rule to normalize
ties with Israel, and Benazir Bhutto had sent a Pakistani
envoy to Tel Aviv after meeting with an Israeli
government representative in Washington.
According to Dahri, Pakistan wants to normalize ties
with Israel for two reasons: first to win the support of
Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates and second
for fear of Indiass close ties with its former allies.
Pakistan has been publicly hostile to Israel over
the Palestinian issue, but there is a long history of
covert ties between the two countries, Dahri said in a
telephone interview with The Jerusalem Post.
«Openly they [Pakistan] are telling its people we are
not going forward without the establishment of a
Palestinian state,» Dahri said.

But it is a hard position to hold onto in light of the
Abraham Accords and the possibility of normalized
deal with Saudi Arabia, he added.

«Now is the time, because Arab countries want Pakistan
to openly establish ties with Israel, he said.

The Arab states want to break Pakistan away from
Turkey and the Iranian alliance and bring it into their
emerging diplomatic circle with Israel, Dahri said.
Saudi Arabia has the UAE generated pressure on
Pakistan to normalize relations with Israel, as well as
minimize relations with Turkey,» he said.

Pakistan is hoping that a deal with Israel would help it
improve its ties with Saudi Arabia, which has stopped
financial assistance and oil exports to Pakistan, Dahri
said. Similarly Pakistan ties with the UAE are at a low
point, such that the UAE has halted visas for Pakistan
citizens, he added. Pakistanis who live and work in
Saudi Arabia provide a $1.5 billion to $2.5 billion
boost to Pakistan>s economy, so the country>s economy
would shrink unless the visa ban is reversed, he said.
«Both Arab countries [Saudi Arabia and the UAE] have
asked Pakistan to stop its alliance with Turkey and
normalize relations with Israel.

«In return Saudi Arabia will reinstate financial
assistance and start providing the oil to Pakistan» and
the UAE would reissue visas, he said.

Pakistan is also in need of an ally in the region, to
balance out India>s growing ties with Middle East
countries such as the UAE, Saudi Arabia and Israel
[each of which can be strategic partners for India,
especially on the Kashmir issue], he added.
According to Rah-e-Madanyat Daily’s investigation
report in this case, Pakistan has sought to normalize
relations with Israel since 2005, during the rule of Pervez
Musharraf. Pakistan>s Foreign Minister Khurshid
Mahmoud Qusori met with his Israeli counterpart in
Turkey in 2005. A meeting that led to Pakistani Prime
Minister Pervez Musharraf meeting with Israeli Prime
Minister Ariel Sharon at United Nations headquarter.
Musharraf was the first Pakistani official to meet
publicly with Israeli officials and stood close to Sharon
when world leaders took pictures at the 60th annual

session of the United Nations General Assembly.
However, although the Foreign Ministers of Pakistan
and Israel during Pervez Musharraf government
used their embassies in Istanbul to communicate and
exchange information, and other important meetings
took place during this period, Israeli media have further
stated that joining Pakistani and Israeli spy agencies in
1980 to « Storm Operation « against the former Soviet
Union in Afghanistan marks the turning point of their
cooperation.

the government while the Pakistan government did not
recognize the Israeli regime!

Former Pakistani army commander Gen. Aslam Bek
points to a more important issue that proves well that
it is essentially impossible for Pakistani citizens to
travel to Israel without the permission of the Pakistani
government.

“The delegation has traveled to Israel, and the
174-member delegation>s trip to Tel Aviv is clearly
impossible without the governments permission,

There have been numerous reports proving that Tel
Aviv and Islamabad since many years are informally
connected due to U.S. efforts. Beside the willingness
of some Pakistani politicians to be friends with Israel
and to use the powerful Jewish lobby in Washington
to gain more concessions from the White House, for
formalizing ties between two countries, many measures
have been taken in Pakistan to normalize these relations
in order to break the anti-Semitic spirit in Pakistan»s
Islamic atmosphere.

“Mohammad Ziaulhag, the Pakistan army commander
who took over as prime minister from Zulfiqar Ali
Bhutto in a coup in 1977, was trying to expand his
informal relations with Israel, but he did not succeed””
Defense Press said in a statement.

After Musharrafss coup against Nawaz Sharif in 1999
and his rise to power in Pakistan, Islamabad>s apparent
diplomatic cooperation with the Israeli government
came even stronger.

In an interview at the United Nations headquarter on
September 19, 2005, former Israeli Foreign Minister
Silvan Shalom said that «Israel has never seen Pakistan
as its enemy in the last 58 years» and has always
believed in Islamabad>s public assurance that its
«nuclear program is not against Israel.»

There have also been reports of a 174-member Pakistani
delegation being sent to Tel Aviv during the Pervez
Musharraf government, suggesting that there has been
a secret relationship between the two countries for a
long time.

The delegation is believed to have been headed by
Maulana Ajmal Qaderi, the leader of the Religious
Scholar Association, a splinter group of Pakistani
Islamic scholars. The trip was initially denied by
the Islamabad government but was confirmed after
Pakistani and Israeli media reports.

Just as Benjamin Netanyahws trip by Saudi Arabia was
first denied and ultimately accepted, and now Pakistan
has denied attempting to normalize ties with Israel.
Contradictory news regarding the delegations visit,
initial denials and subsequent confirmations all indicate
that Musharrafss government has been decisive in its
decision to continue contacts with Tel Aviv at various
levels.

The Hebrew newspaper Maariv confirmed the visit,
and then a spokesman for Pakistan>s Foreign Ministry
confirmed the original trip, claiming that the trip wasn’t
arranged with Islamabad and that the government had
not dispatched a delegation.

Maariv wrote that 174 business & religious figures and
a number of Pakistani political officials met with Prime
Minister Ariel Sharon and Israeli Foreign Minister
Silvan Shalom.

The Pakistani government>s dual stance was rejected
by prominent Pakistani figures, with some well-known
figures saying it was impossible for a delegation at this
level to travel arbitrarily to Israel without the support of
the Pakistan government.

According to the Strategic View Research Quarterly,
Reza Mohammad Reza, a member of Pakistan>s Senate,
expressed doubts about the visit of the 174-member
delegation to Israel and wondered how a delegation
might have gone to Tel Aviv without coordination with

because it is written on our passports that we can go to
the all countries of the World except Israel, so without
the governments official authorization the delegation
could not travel to Israel» he said.

Meanwhile, researchers on Pakistani issues took this
position: Despite this comment, Pakistani political
figures can be more assertive that the delegation>s visit,
headed by a religious leader, was a conscious plan by
the Pakistani government to pretend that it was not
only the Pakistani government that wanted to contact
Israel, but that different segments of the people, even
the religious stratum of Pakistan, were pursuing such a
demand. The delegation>s handover to Maulana Ajmal
Qaderi actually has the message that not all Pakistani
scholars oppose the creation of contacts with Israel.
Researchers on Pakistani issues also believe that one of
the main reasons Pakistani Islamist protests were not
affected by the governments communications with
Israel was the lack of support from Pakistanbs major
parties.

Although the meeting of foreign ministers (Israel and
Pakistan) in Istanbul provoked serious opposition
in Pakistanbs Muslim community, Musharraf was
convinced that opposition would be controlled
internally if contacts continued, due to the lack of
support from major parties such as Nawaz Sharifss
Muslim League and the Benazir Bhutto People>s Party.
It was with this analysis that Musharraf>s visit took place
on the sidelines of the UN General Assembly, followed
by a visit by a 174-member Pakistani delegation to
Israel.

But now, during Imran Khars rule, while rejecting any
communications to normalize relations between Israel
and Pakistan, in a Pashto-language speech, Maulana
Mohammad Khan Shirvani, a Pakistani politician and
religious leader, has expressed support for diplomatic
contacts with Israel, saying that establishing diplomatic
relations with Israel is a global issue.

In an interview with private television Geo News,
former Pakistani Foreign Minister Qusori said, referring
to meetings he had with his Israeli counterpart during
his ministry:” During Musharrafs term, Pakistan had
secret relations with Israel and that relations could still
continue.”

He added: “Pakistan intended to sign a nuclear
agreement with the United States, but the Israeli lobby
in the United States opposed it, which is why I had to
travel to Tel Aviv to win Israebs support, and Turkey
became the mediator of this trip”

He reiterated that the decision to travel to Israel took
place during a high-level summit chaired by Pervez
Musharraf himself. “On this trip, Israel promised us
to provide Pakistan with nuclear technology and all
nuclear benefits” Qusori said.

There have also been many reports of renewed
Pakistan-Israel relations under the current Pakistani
government of Prime Minister Imran Khan, indicating
that Imran Khan, like Musharraf, is optimistic about
having relations with Tel Aviv to strengthen his power
and preserve Pakistan>s national and security interests.
During Netanyahws visit to Oman, Israeli newspaper
Haaretz correspondent Evy Scharf tweeted that an
Israeli civilian jet had traveled to Pakistan in secret and

had been there for 10 hours.

Middle East Eye wrote: «Shortly after Netanyahws
official visit to Oman, an Israeli official also stopped
for hours in Islamabad, the Capital of Pakistan, and
possibly conducted political talks.

«Moments after a small Israeli passenger plane crashed
at Islamabad Airport, its passengers disembarked and
were taken to an unknown destination by several
official vehicles waiting for them,» the media report
said.

«What is wrong with us if we have relations with Tel
Aviv because, according to realism in the world of
politics, relations are defined by national interests,» the
Pakistani newspaper Express Tribune said, referring to
the governmentss denial of the news by Imran Khan
government.

“If our relationship with Israel is a mistake, then
the Relationship between Pakistan and the United
Kingdom, which is responsible for all crimes in
Palestine, should also be severed. Our relationship with
the United States, which is Israels number one ally,
must also be stopped”

“Saudi Arabia as the leader of Islamic countries due
to its strategic and national interests has relations
with Israel” the Express Tribune adds: “Many Muslim
countries have accepted this change”

Regarding Netanyahws unprecedented visit to Muscat,
the newspaper says Omams foreign minister has
implied that it is time to recognize Israel.

“All Arab countries in the past opposed the recognition
of the Israeli regime as a Jewish state, but these days
they recognize and have diplomatic relations with it”
the outlet said.

The prestigious Pakistani newspaper also emphasizes
that these examples do not mean that Pakistan also
wants to follow its friends in the Arab world, but the
facts show that all countries pursue their national
interests, and therefore Pakistan should also be obliged
to pursue its national interests in its relations. In his
prime ministerial launch statement, Imran Khan
reiterated that Pakistan>s foreign policy would be
determined by Pakistan>s national interests in his
government.

One of the governments moves by Imran Khan to
normalize its relations with the Israeli regime is to try
to legalize the travel of Israeli citizens to Pakistan.
Pakistan>s Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) had
published on its official website a list of seven countries,
which citizens of them can travel to Pakistan under
certain laws and conditions. The new list contains the
names of Israel, India, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nigeria,
Palestine and Somalia, where citizens of the countries
can travel or immigrate to Pakistan under certain laws
and regulations.

“Israebs name has mistakenly entered the list of
immigration to Pakistan, and we are removing Israebs
name from this new list” said Esmatullah Juniju, head
of Pakistan>s Migration Agency, after a review.
After a secret visit by Israeli heads of state to Pakistan,
Raz News wrote about the Imran Khan governments
interest in normalizing relations with Israel, and that
Mossad is planning a variety of programs to expand
its influence in the region, including cooperation with
Pakistanys intelligence agency (I.S.I.).

Mossad, and especially Netanyahws secret visit to
Pakistan, is a sign of Israebs widespread influence in
Pakistan.

Mossad is said to have provided the ground for
borrowing from Saudi Arabia and the International
Monetary Fund, as well as the UAE»s extensive
investment in Pakistan. In bilateral I.S.I. relations. And
Mossad was guaranteed that Mossad would pave the
way for borrowing from Saudi Arabia and investments
in the United Arab Emirates, and that Tel Aviws
demands would be taken into account in the decisions
of Pakistarns intelligence agency.

The report even raises speculation that Imran Khans
victory in recent elections was one of Mossad>s major
plans which was implemented in collaboration with
IS.I. and now its also LS.I. which is implementing
other Israel goals, among these plans, one of them is
preparing the atmosphere in Islamabad to recognize
Israel as a country.

Also, in August 2018, the famous Israeli media outlet
Jerusalem Post published a report on the Jewish
origins of Jemima Goldsmith, Imran Khams first wife,
quoting former Pakistani Railway Minister Khawaja
Mohammad Asif said: “Khans connection to the
Jewish lobby is not hidden from anyone.»

A report indicated that Mossad had already predicted
Imran Khanys coming to power in Pakistan.

Now, despite all these undeniable evidence, the
question arises as to which of these assumptions is true:
Pakistanbs attempts to establish diplomatic relations
with Israel is an obvious conspiracy or its secret
relations with Israel is a hidden fact?!

This is a question that the audience can answer.



